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A Will is a legal document setting out your wishes for who is to 
benefit from your estate when you die

A Will is a legal document setting out the people you wish to 
benefit from your estate when you die.

It will cover any assets that you own in your sole name and, in 
some circumstances, assets that you own with another person.

Depending upon how they are held, some assets owned by two 
people will pass automatically to the other owner on the death of 
the first one.  It is however important to note that owning a 
property etc with another person does not necessarily mean that 
between you, you own it in such a way that it will pass to the 
survivor of you automatically.

Why make a Will?

Unless you make a Will you cannot be sure your wishes will be 
carried out after your death.  Most people have particular items that 
they want to leave to certain people.  If you do not make a Will you 
are trusting to luck that this will happen.  Unless you make a Will 
you cannot specify the people who will carry out your wishes (your 
executors).  It is sad to say that some families do not get along and 
there is nothing guaranteed to cause rifts and arguments amongst 
even previously close families than a dispute over dealing with the 
estate of a loved one who did not leave a Will.

Do I need a Solicitor?

In order for a Will to be valid there are certain formalities that must 
be observed.  If they are not followed the result can be that the Will 
is not valid and your wishes will not be carried out.  The cost of 
having your Will drafted professionally is a small price to pay for 
the security of knowing that the formalities have been observed 
and it will be valid after your death.  After all, if a home-made Will 
is invalid you will not be there to put it right.

What do I need to think about when I make my Will?

We will ensure that nothing important is missed out of your Will 
but you may wish to consider the following:

Your Executors

These are the people who are responsible for dealing with your 
estate and carrying out the instructions in your Will.  Not everyone 
would be confident enough to deal with another person’s estate.  
By making a Will you can choose the best person to do this.  
Without a Will this would fall to your spouse or closest blood 
relative who may not necessarily be the best person for the job.  
Sometimes a person dealing with the estate ends up being someone 
the deceased would not have chosen, for example an estranged 
brother or sister.  You may wish to consider appointing a 
professional executor. Solicitors from this firm are often appointed 
in these circumstances if you have a particularly complex estate or 
if you have no one who is suitable to deal with it.

Unmarried Couples

Contrary to popular belief a “common-law spouse” has no legal 
standing.  If you live with your partner but are not married, on 
your death he or she could be left without money or even a home.

Children

If you have children who are under the age of 18 you can appoint 
guardians for them in your Wil if anything should happen to you.  
You can also include provisions to allow money to be released 
from your estate to the guardians to help with the cost of bringing 
up your children.  Your Will also allows you to choose the age at 
which your children should inherit assets from your estate.

Making a Will
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Gifts of Personal Belongings and Money
Many people have items that have been passed down through the 
family or other belongings they would want to pass to a particular 
person.  These can be specified in your Will.  If you do not make a 
Will these items could go to people other than those who you 
would like to have them.  You may wish to leave a gift to friends or 
charities.  By specifying these amounts in your Will you can ensure 
that these gifts are made.

The rest of your Estate 
When you have made gifts of cash amounts and personal 
belongings in your Will there will be money and assets left over.  
This is your Residuary Estate.  In your Will you will decide who 
should receive your Residuary Estate.  You will also be able to 
specify who should receive your estate if your first  choice of 
beneficiary dies before you.

What will happen if I do not make a Will?
If you die without making a Will your assets will be distributed 
according to the Intestacy Rules.  This might not be what you 
would have intended.  It is a commonly held belief that everything 
will pass automatically to a spouse.  This is not necessarily the case.

You may also find part of your estate passes to people you would 
not have chosen to benefit, for example estranged family members.

Certain family members may be entitled to expect to have 
provision made for them from an estate.  We can advise you about 
this and how to deal with any such situations in making your Will.
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How do I change my Will?
We suggest you read your Will through every two or three years to 
make sure it takes into account the changing circumstances of your 
life.  It is surprising how quickly changes in your life can occur and 
have a big impact on your Will.  You should review your Will 
whenever a major event occurs in your life, for example:

• when you (re) marry – a Will is revoked automatically by 
marriage.  This means if you made your Will before you 
married it will no longer be valid after the marriage except in 
certain circumstances.

• If you remarry or move in with a partner and one of you or 
both of you have children from a previous relationship.

• Following the divorce of you or your children.

• When a new child arrives in your family.

• If you win or inherit some money.
• If one of your executors, guardians or beneficiaries should die 

or become mentally incapacitated.

• You move house.

• You buy or sell a business.
• If one of your beneficiaries becomes mentally incapacitated.

• If you have to provide care for a member of your family.

• If you fall ill or sustain an injury.

• If you have given away any of the items you had previously 
specified in your Will.

Get in touch with us today to discuss your needs

Garner Canning Solicitors
11 Aldergate
Tamworth
Staffordshire
B79 7DL 

T :   01827 314004   
E :   enquiries@garnercanning.co.uk
W: https://www.garnercanning.co.uk/wills-and-probate
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Standard single Wills are £160 + vat      Standard mirror Wills are £250 + vat
Life interest trust wills to help to protect property from care fees are £475 + vat per couple  

Wills containing discretionary trusts/trusts for disabled children/business interests start at £300 for a single Will and £500 for a couple.
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